Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.031; wR factor = 0.066; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8. 
In the centrosymmetric binuclear title complex, [Zn 2 (C 7 H 5 -O 2 ) 4 (C 7 H 10 N 2 ) 2 ], the Zn atoms [ZnÁ Á ÁZn = 3.0037 (6) Å ] are bridged by four benzoate ligands. Each of the Zn atoms assumes an approximately square-pyramidal environment, with four O atoms in a plane and the pyridine N atom at the apical site. (Fu et al., 2000) . The DMAP complexes which exhibit luminescence properties was reported (Araki et al., 2005) . In our systematic studies on transition metal complexes with the DMAP, the title compound was prepared and its x-ray structure is presented here.
Related literature
The title compound has a paddlewheel type dimeric structure ( Fig. 1 
Experimental
An ethanol solution (2 ml) containing DMAP (0.0611 g, 0.5 mmol) and Zn(CH 3 COO) 2 .2H 2 O (0.0549 g, 0.25 mmol) was mixed with an aqueous solution (5 ml) of benzoic acid (0.0611 g, 0.5 mmol) and NaOH (0.0200 g, 0.5 mmol). The mixture was refluxed for 5 h. The solution was filtered after cooling to room temperature. Colorless single crystals suitable for x-ray diffraction were obtained from the filtrate after 6 days.
Refinement
Methyl H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H distances = 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C). Other H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H distances = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
Special details
Geometry. 
